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SECRET STATE 211629 

NOFORN 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: NATO. OCON, MILL AWACS 

SUBJECT: DEPLOYMENT OF US NATIONAL AWACS TO ICELAND 

REFS: A. USNATO 6794 DTG 140938Z JUL 77 (NOTAL); B. STATE 
178806 DTG 300021Z JUL 77 (NOTAL) 

1 . CONCURRENT WITH ON-GOING NEGOTIATIONS ON THE 
ACQUISITION BY NATO OF AN AEW FORCE BASED ON A MIX OF 
THE UK NIMROD AND US E-3A (AWACS) AIRCRAFT. E-3A AWACS ARE 
COMING OFF THE BOEING PRODUCTION LINE NOW AND WILL SOON 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 211629 

BE ENTERING THE USAF OPERATIONAL INVENTORY. SOME US 
NATIONAL AWACS WILL BE AVAILABLE BEGINNING IN LATE 1979 
FOR DEPLOYMENT OUTSIDE CONUS IN SUPPORT OF US FORCES 
OVERSEAS. PLANNING MUST BEGIN NOW TO ALLOW FOR AN ORDERLY 
DEPLOYMENT, INCLUDING BASING. 

2. IN VIEW OF ON-GOING NEGOTIATIONS WITHIN NATO ON THE 
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ACQUISITION OF AN ALLIANCE AEW FORCE, HOWEVER, WE DO NOT 
RELIEVE IT IS WISE AT THIS TIME TO UNDERTAKE ALLIANCE 
DISCUSSION OR CONSULTATION ON THIS SUBJECT, WITH THE 

EXCEPTION OF THE SPECIAL CASE OF ICELAND. 

3. THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE HAS ACCORDINGLY AUTHORIZED 
THE USAF TO BEGIN PPARATIONS FOR THE DEPLOYMENT OF 

US AWACS TO ICELAND IN EARLY 1979, TO REPLACE THE AEW 
COVERAGE NOW PROVIDED BY EC-121 AIRCRAFT CURRENTLY 
BASED AT KEFLAVIK. CONGRESS IS INSISTING ON 
WITHDRAWAL OF THE EC-12 l'S BY THAT DATE. 

4. WE WELCOME EMBASSY REYKJAVIK'S VIEWS ON THIS 
CONTEMPLATED DEPLOYMENT OF NATIONAL AWACS TO ICELAND. 
ADDRESSEES SHOULD NOT DISCUSS CONTEMPLATED DEPLOYMENT 
WITH HOST GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS OR OTHER NATO 
MISSIONS PENDING RECEIPT OF FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS. 

5. WE HOPE THE SITUATION REGARDING NATO AWACS NEGO- 
TIATIONS WILL CLARIFY SUFFICIENTLY LATER THIS YEAR 

TO ALLOW LIFTING THE CURRENT MORATORIUM ON DISCUSSION 
AND PLANNING WITHIN THE ALLIANCE ON THE DEPLOYMENT OF 
US NATIONAL AWACS TO EUROPE. WE WILL CONSULT CAREFULLY 
WITH US NATO AND OTHER INTERESTED ADDRESSEES WHEN THIS 
OCCURS. 
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FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
INFO RUCBSAA/CINCLANT 
COMICEDEFOR 

SECRET STATE 211629 

NOFORN 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 211629 SENT ACTION REYKJAVIK INFO 
ALL NATO CAPITALS USNMR SHAPE USCINCEUR CINCUSAFE SEP 03. 
QUOTE SECRET STATE 211629 

NOFORN 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: NATO. OCON, MILL AWACS 

SUBJECT: DEPLOYMENT OF US NATIONAL AWACS TO ICELAND 

REFS: A. USNATO 6794 DTG 140938Z JUL 77 (NOTAL); B. STATE 
178806 DTG 30002 1Z JUL 77 (NOTAL) 

1 . CONCURRENT WITH ON-GOING NEGOTIATIONS ON THE 
ACQUISITION BY NATO OF AN AEW FORCE BASED ON A MIX OF 
THE UK NIMROD AND US E-3A (AWACS) AIRCRAFT. E-3A AWACS ARE 
COMING OFF THE BOEING PRODUCTION LINE NOW AND WILL SOON 
BE ENTERING THE USAF OPERATIONAL INVENTORY. SOME US 
NATIONAL AWACS WILL BE AVAILABLE BEGINNING IN LATE 1979 
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FOR DEPLOYMENT OUTSIDE CONUS IN SUPPORT OF US FORCES 
OVERSEAS. PLANNING MUST BEGIN NOW TO ALLOW FOR AN ORDERLY 
DEPLOYMENT, INCLUDING BASING. 

2. IN VIEW OF ON-GOING NEGOTIATIONS WITHIN NATO ON THE 
ACQUISITION OF AN ALLIANCE AEW FORCE, HOWEVER, WE DO NOT 
BELIEVE IT IS WISE AT THIS TIME TO UNDERTAKE ALLIANCE 
DISCUSSION OR CONSULTATION ON THIS SUBJECT, WITH THE 

EXCEPTION OF THE SPECIAL CASE OF ICELAND. 

3. THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE HAS ACCORDINGLY AUTHORIZED 
THE USAF TO BEGIN PPARATIONS FOR THE DEPLOYMENT OF 

US AWACS TO ICELAND IN EARLY 1979, TO REPLACE THE AEW 
COVERAGE NOW PROVIDED BY EC-121 AIRCRAFT CURRENTLY 
BASED AT KEFLAVIK. CONGRESS IS INSISTING ON 
WITHDRAWAL OF THE EC-12 l'S BY THAT DATE. 

4. WE WELCOME EMBASSY REYKJAVIK'S VIEWS ON THIS 
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CONTEMPLATED DEPLOYMENT OF NATIONAL AWACS TO ICELAND. 
ADDRESSEES SHOULD NOT DISCUSS CONTEMPLATED DEPLOYMENT 
WITH HOST GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS OR OTHER NATO 
MISSIONS PENDING RECEIPT OF FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS. 

5. WE HOPE THE SITUATION REGARDING NATO AWACS NEGO- 
TIATIONS WILL CLARIFY SUFFICIENTLY LATER THIS YEAR 
TO ALLOW LIFTING THE CURRENT MORATORIUM ON DISCUSSION 
AND PLANNING WITHIN THE ALLIANCE ON THE DEPLOYMENT OF 
US NATIONAL AWACS TO EUROPE. WE WILL CONSULT CAREFULLY 
WITH US NATO AND OTHER INTERESTED ADDRESSEES WHEN THIS 
OCCURS. 
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